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Re try the Fate of others, that are 
zoo ready to take their Leap into 
, the Preſs. The Deſign of the Au- 
bor is to obſerve the ſame Me- 
thod through all the Sacred Writings; and the 
Life or Death of thoſe Books, that are intended 
for the firſt Volume, depend upon your Suffrage. 
Having the Face of Nature before you, in 
this ſmall Treatiſe, your Expectation may be 
raiſed to a more Philoſophical Account 
Things kindling into Life: Of the Actions of 
Generation, Nutrition, and Augmentation, which 
are the Beginning, the Progreſs, and Conſerva= 
tion of Life in all Animals and Vegetables: 
Of the Operation of Bodies upon one another, 
and of what the Mover of the Univerſe has de- 


termined 


vi To the REA DER. 
termined ſhall be the ordinary Reſult of thoſe 
Operations. But the Author hopes to account 
for it in his Preface to the Volume that is to fall 
ander tbe Hand of the Printer, if this Trial 
por your Taſte, ſhalt make it appear he has u 
PF ay e e of ths Keller, that 
be acquaints them ot all the Delicacies that 
fall within the Frame of Spirits, which make 
the Springs of Animal Life; that he ſhould 
meaſure the Proportion .of Elements, by which 
the Body of Man is made, or deſcribe the Diſ po- 
ſition of thoſe Organs, by which all the Facat- 
ties of the Soul perform their proper Offices ; 
that he ſhould deſcend to the Wonders of the 
Realms below, to fetch up Demonſirations- by 
what Combinations Metals firſt ariſe, and vt: 
pen into a Subject for the Hand of the Chys 
miſt ; how they receive their different Quali. 
ties, Mediums, and Beauties, which give the 
Value. thut . Neceſſity and Acceptation has fut 
apon them; how thoſe Fires kindle that fred up- 
on the Intrails of the Earth, and ſend their 
Liquid Flames, in deſtructive Torrents, upon 
the Sunface; how Hurricanes ixgender, and 
get looſe to diſturb the Peace of Man; how 
Vegetables cleave the Glebe, and raiſe them- 
ſelves to preſent their Fruits in their Seaſons ;, 
what gives the different Colours, Perfumes, 
and Make of Flowers ; what Proportions of 
Heat and Cold are requiſite to the different 
Degrees of Rarity aud Denſity; mw _ 
| | art 
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Earth 7s petrified, purified, and ſtained with 
the C et che Fact Names and Ac- 
ceptations from the Mouth of the Lapidary; 
on what Beds the Inſects take their Winter. 
Sleep, till ſofter-Airs ſhall call them into a 
State of Activity); that he ſhould reſolve the 
way by which the Vehicle of Sounds is moved to 
convey them to the Soul of Man; climb the 
Skies to take the Weight and Meaſure -of the 
Clouds that ſail in the Sea of Atoms, by which 
they are ſupported, meaſure the Diſtances, 
Conrſes, Influences and Stations of the Cele- 
ſtial Orbs, or give the true Dimenſion of the 
mighty Vault in which they move ; deſcribe the 
kindling of Meteors, ald the Operations of 
Thunder and Lightning; return into the 
Deep to bring up a certain Account of the Di- 
viſion which thoſe Atoms of Fire, the Sun 
ſends down, make among the Waters; or Dow 
thoſe Eggs are batched and quickened into 
Life, that ſupport the Breed of the Finny- 
Tribes: Let it be remembered it is Man, and 
not their Maker that ſpeaks, and then the Au- 
thor may rely upon his Reader for Reaſons why 
theſe are not done; for it may be as well ex- 
pected, that, in the Fleſh, he ſhould ſcale thoſe 
everlaſiing Hills from whence the Angels fell, 
to learn how _ _—_ m * * 

prung out of nothing; alſo what theſe Bo- 
2 bal be, and how each ſhall collect its 
own at the Reſurrection. And it may be ob. 


ſerved, by the Title-Page, that the Author 


aims 


viii Tothe READ E R. 
aims ouly at the Part of an Hiſtorian ; for, 
wanting the Capacity of adding to uſeful Knows- 
ledge, and a Will to feed thoſe Fires of Con- 
tention:that prevail in the Schools, he promi- 
ſes to make no other Sallies into the Province of 
Philoſophy, than the Imagery of the Things 
treated of ſhall require. Beſides, when the Au- 
ther ſhall be known, the many Degrees he will 
be found beneath a great part of Mankind, in 
the point of Human Knowledge, will —_ 
Excuſes for Omiſſions in Things, that may be 
accounted for with leſs Difficulty. | 
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F 07 the G reation, Choirs, Hierarchi es, 
and Tull f Angels. 


8 HE Moſt 8 all FOR 
diy perfect, could feel no want 
5 of, Happiness before his firſt 
5 5 Creation, mor need any addi- 
| tion to that which flowed, from 
"his own Fulneſs; but out of pure Nothing, 
„his infinite Goodneſs called a Number of 
Spirits to participate of the Felicities he en- 
joyed, and ſo many, that St. 70% (in his 
Apocalypſe) declares he heard about the 
Throne the Voices of ten thouſand times ten 

B thouſand 
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2 Tie Mtororx © 
thouſand, and Thouſands of Thouſands ; 
and in the Creation of thoſe Angelical 
Troops the Providence of God began its 
Operations. 5 4 
Theſe he filled with Wiſdom, ordained 
Immortal, and clothed with Grace and Glo- 
ry; he no ways charged them with the In- 
conveniences of Fleſh and Blood, excepting 
their ſhort Probation, which might be of a 
Momeat's Abſence from the full Enjoyment 
of the beatifical Viſion; they were not ſub- 
-zeed to Corruption or Decay, but conſtitu- 
ted for Eternity; and God made in his own 


 Tdeas all the Works of his ſecond Creation 


inferior to them, for they know no Superior 
but the Omnipotent. 3 | 
Their Will was free in their State of Pro- 
Bation, and thoſe. that choſe. the Houſe of 
the Lord for their Inheritance are confirmed 
in Glory, and aſſiſt at the Throne of Grace 
with their eternal Hallelujabhs, in the quality 
of Friends and Favourites of him that fills it; 
their Manſions are in the Center of Happi- 
neſs, where they reap the never - fading Fruits 
of their Integrity in their State of Trial, 
driak of the Waters of Eternal Life without 
Reſtraint, deſire nothing but what they en- 
joy, and enjoy all that is deſirable, for their 
Deſires are filled with him that fills the 
Univerſe; and they have the Happineſs of 
knowing, that what they enjoy is confirmed 
to them for all Eternity under the Great Seal 


of 


of PROVIDENCE. 3. 
of the God of Nature, who has deprived 
himſelf of the Capacity of taking it from 
them, or of changing any thing to their 
diſad vantage. * 

It is believed they give Laws to the Ce- 
leftial Orbs, and hold the Reins of Nature 
in Commiſhon from God, and that they 
compoſe nine Chozrs and three Hierarchies, 
In the | | 

Firſt, are Seraphims, Cherubims, and 
Thrones. In the | 

Second, Dominations, Virtues, and Pory- 
ers; and in the | 

Third, Principalities, Arch- Angels, and 
__ 

he Seraphim are ſaid to be extraordi- 
narily inflamed with the Love of God, and 
the Feeders of that ſacred Fire, whereever 
it burns, _ 
By one of this Order it was that the Lips 
of the Prophet 7/aiah were touch'd with a 
Darming Coal from the Altar, to fit him for 
his Meſſage to the Jetiſb Nation. And the 
ſame Prophet ſays he heard the Seraphins 
in his celeſtial Viſion crying to one another, 
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, the 
whole Earth is full of his Glory. And at 
the Converſion of St. guſtin, he and St. Aus- 
broſe, filled with this ſacred Flame, became 
their Echoes, as we find in that everlaſting 
Record, their Te Deum. 
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4 The HIS TRR 
The Cherubims are allowed to excel in 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, and to communi- 
cate that immortal Treaſure to the inferiour 
Angels. SS 
1 his was the Order that hung up the Ha- 
ming Sword in defence of the Tree of Life, 
that Adam might not eat of it, and live for 
ever. Of theſe God commanded Moſes to 
make Tmages for the Mercy-Seat of the ſu- 
cred Ark, after the Sons of Fatob' had bro- 
ken the Bonds of Egypt by his Miniſtry. By 
them it is preſum'd the Prophet Z/z}ah was 
taken into Heaven, after he had ſhewn the 
pirit and Power of -a Prophet in. dividing 
the Vaters of Jordan. And the Royal Pro- 
phet ſays that Cod rode upon a Cherub, and 
flew upon the Wings of the Wind. 
The Thrones ſerve as ſuch for the Majeſty 
of God, and derive their Name from-that 
ſacred Office; in them he raifed- his Impe- 
rial Seat, as a Monument of that vaſt Mea- 
ſure of Juſtice, Purity and Humility which 
.ßfI. EE GET 55 4 
The Dominations are ſaid to have the 
Direction of the inferior Angels in the Go- 
vernment of the Univerſe. __ 
The Firtues are fo called from an extra- 
ordinary Fervour in all manner of Virtue. 
The Porzpers, as their Name tmports, are 
aid to be a continual Curb upon the infernal 
Spirits, that they may not exceed the divine 
Commiſſion in their Miniſtry. 


The 


of PROVIDENCE. 5 
The Principalities are always feady 


with their Hymms, ever caſting their Praiſes | 


into the Treaſury of God, and exhibiting 
Worſhip and Veneration. The Fall of a 
Part of theſe and the Powers may be infer- 


red from St. Paul ho ſays to the Epheſians, 
We 5 4 not againſt Fleſh and Blood, bit 


ainft Principalities and Powers; mean-, 
ing ſuch as followed Lucifer in his Rebel- 


Hon, and to whoſe Temptations we are e 


poſed by the Sin of Adam. 
The Arch. Angels are che Meſſen gers of 
God in the higheſt and moſt important At: 
. 


3 this Order was Michael, ho, As 
ohn aſſures us, drove the Dragon out 

of eaven, He, as St. Jude remarks, diſ- 
puted with the Devil about the Body of 
Moſes ; and the Diſpute, it is thouglit, was 
maintained to conceal the Place of the Pro- 
phet's Interment, that the Diſpoſitions to 
Taolatry which remained in rae} might 
not be improved into Practice. It is belie- 
ved he repreſented the Majeſty of God in 
the burning Buſh at Horeb, when Moſes 


was commanded to treat with the King of 


F7ypt for the Liberty of Iſrael. And on 
thẽ ſacred Mount, when the Law was deli- 
vered in Thunder and Lightening, he, as 
the Prophet Daniel affirms, ſuſtained an 
Angel againſt the infernal Spirits that oppo- 
ied him for one and twenty Days in the 


Kingdom 


6 The His ToORr | 
Kingdom of i and at length delivered 
Iſrael from the long Captivity of Babylon. 
Of this Order was Gabriel, who was ſent 
to Zacharias to promiſe him a Son that 
Should be filled with the Holy Ghoft, and go 
before the Meſhah in the Spirit and Power 
of Elias. He was alſo diſpatch'd to Naza- 
reth, to aſſure the bleſſed Virgin that the 
Redeemer of the World ſhould be born of 
her Body. And St. Paul tells the T hefa- 
lonians, that the Voice of the A4rch- Angel 
ſhall attend the Lord at his coming to judge 
the World. And for D 
The Angels, the ſame Apoſtle tells us in 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, that they arc 
miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to mini ſter 
for them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
Theſe bright Sons of the Morning were 
created upon the top of the ſacred Mount, 
where Concupiſcence was unknown, nor 
Tempter could reſide : Their Being com- 
menced within the Veil in the Sanctum 
 Santlorum, where they ſaw the inmoſt 
Beauties of the haly Place, and were admit- 
ted into the Secrets of God when their Pro- 
bation was finiſhed, 
They enjoyed ſuch a degree of Glory even 
before they had fixed the happy Choice, that 
Lucifer grew Giddy with the Sublimity of 
his Station, . began to make Parties in Hea- 
ven, and thought of Reigning without his 
Soveraign; he drew a third part of the _ 
gens 
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 Fels into his Rebellion, who joining Inſolence 
to Fury, would raiſe Thrones to themſelves, 
and argue Authority with their God ; for as 
the Prophet 7/azah remarks upon the King 
of Babylon, they ſaid in their Hearts we 
will exalt our Thrones above the Stars of 
God, we will fit upon the Mount of the 
' Congregation in the Sides of the North, 
' wwe will aſcend above the Heights of the 
Clouds, and aſſume an Equality with the 
. Moft High. But Michael deriving Strength 
from the Grace of his Creator, or making 
the beſt uſe of that he before enjoyed, oppo- 
ſed himſelf to Lucifer, kept the greater part 
of the Angels in their Obedience, and hurled 
the Rebels out of Heaven, who fell like fo 
many Flaſhes of ſwifteſt Lightening from 
above; they immediately loſt the pleaſing 
Comprehenſions of eternal Happineſs, their 
Crowns dropt off, their Beauty depafted, 
and God covering them with a Cloud in his 
' Indignation, they deſcended into the Depths 
of Malice, where they are ſealed to their 
Iniquity, and nothing can reach them that 
bears a falutary Influence. Whence :7/aizh 
reproaches the Author of their Revolt in the 
Perſon of the ſame Nebuchadnezzar, How art 
thou fallen, ſays he, O Lucifer, Son of the Morn- 
ing! How art thou cut down to the Ground ! 
So fell thoſe Stars from Heaven, Hell exiſted, 
and Thrones were raiſed to Malice in the 
Breaſts of Angels. 


Thus 
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T hus far have Men vearered, upon the 
Oeconomy of the Kin of Heaven, and 
ſome of their Conc] = — ſupported hy 
tlie Sacred Writings, but in the reſt our Faith 
bas a perfect Freedom. Ho] far the Cre- 

ation of the Hoſts of Heaven Was prior to 
the Being of Man, is a Knot that. will pe 
varied in 1 but it does not ſeem to 
be the Will of God it ue be N in 
Time. | A To 


5 


TO 


0 eſo . Ds net f fl ſr 


mon ze Creation. ec l 

1 HH. 9 
E . in-whoſe Omni 
1 ſcience all the Events of Time and 
: Eternity are preſent, foreſeeing the Rebel- 
Loon of Lucifer, and the Spirits in his Con- 
ſpiracy, decreed. a new Creation, to fill the 
Celeſtial Choirs that diminiſned, by their 
Fall; and reſer ved the Manſions | they eva- 
-cuated, when he poured ont. his Fury upon 
- them, for thoſe he determined te create: 
and when the Heavens were cleanſed of 
thoſe that had defiled them, the eternal 
Ideas of the, Great Mind ingendered mate- 
rial i Beings, and, by the Operation of his 
Word, Heaven and Earth were Made. But 
the 


of” PROVIDENCE. -9 
rhe Earth ly without Form, in the Bowels 
of the Deep, and Natùre ſlept begeath the 
Darknefs that overſpread the Chaos : But 
the Pirè of the Divine Affection kindling be- 
neath the Heavens, the Spirit of God came 
forth to call ir into Action, and, brogdiin 
upon the aters, it ranged the confuſed Par 
ticles 0 df Matter i into Order, and communt- 
cared Warmth and Vitality to the Whole. 
Every Hlement took place, according to the 
Laws: df Gravity, and, in obedience to the 
Alinigh! y Voice, L.izhr broke forth, to which 
the ! ivine W 2 5 gave the Name of 
: But ordaining tat Light and Dark. 
Wen { alternarely {ſacceed each other, he 
hat 4 Referve of bg fo eſs ro ſucceed” the 
„and calted it, Night; and this was 

the 1 115 of Time, for Ne e and 
575 m de the firſt Day. 


WA bf kberal, "and nee y; it communi. 
cates its 

Beine 85 a ali forte'Spar of dikel eter- 
nal Fire, r Dawuing of hh Glory of God; 
it i 0e the Wo As of Nature, and car- 
ries otit Eyes to Heaven in queſt of their 
Creator. Yer Got foteſeeing our Neceſſities, 
under the Cottuption of our Nature; kind 
was his Providence, even in Darkneſs, as 
Was mt Beautifully obferved by the Man 
after his own Heart: '7 hon makeft Dark- 
neſs, ſa id he, and it is Ni ieht, in which all 
the Beaſts of the Foreſt creep out, and the 
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ouns Lions rear. aſter their Prey; but the 
— —_ is Day, in which they re- 
pair to their Dens for Reſt, and then Man 
ventures out to his Labour, and continues 
till the Evening. 1 
Beſides this Advantage, that fell under the 
Conſideration of the Prophet, we ſhould loſe 
the Beauty of the Heavens if we had it not; 
for it is in Darkneſs that the Moon and Stars 
come out in all their Glory, to chear the 
Soul, delight the Eye, divide our Time, and 
reveal the Secrets that were folded in the 
Heavens. Its Mixture with Light caſts the 
Shades that finiſh the Picture of the Crea- 
tion, and yields the various Beauties that fall 
between Aurora's firſt Advance, and the Sus 
Meridian Height. It draws the Evening's 
1 Gloom, that calls the wearied Swain 

rom the Fatigue and Toil of Day, Dark- 
neſs ſtills the World, and preſerves it from 
the Oppreſſion of a perpetual Hurry; it in- 
vites thoſe gentle Sleeps that wind up the 
Weights of Nature, to renew the Force of 
Action, and kindly ſteals into the Light, by 
an eaſy Progreſs, to produce thoſe Scenes 
and Changes that entertain the Mind, and 
ſoften the Sorrows. of Life. 
Tis true, that Darkneſs is the Mother of 
many Misfortunes, for Sinners creep under 
her Wings, to conſummate the Crimes that 
everlaſtingly injure the Image of God, and 
heap Judgments upon the Heads of Genera- 
tions to come; but then ſhe favours thoſe 
Contem- 


of PROviIDENCE. II 
Contemplations that leſſen the Diſtance be- 
tween Heaven and Earth ; ſhe adds to the 
Solemnity of our Devotions, and fills, with 
. aweful Majeſty, the Sacred Place from 
whence we ſend our Vows : And to ſcare 
the Sinner from the Gate of Sin, ſhe wears 
the Garment of that Night in which the 
Day is never more todawn, We ſhould not 
maintain the Eſteem we have for Day, nor 
ive the Praiſes due to its Divine Original, 
if Darkneſs did no more ſucceed ; for if the 
Being of Man had commenced in Darkneſs, 
and the firſt Confuſion of Things, before the 
mighty Spirit moved upon the Waters, 
when his Mind muſt have been oppreſs'd 
with the Horrors of Eternal Night, and all 
his Reaſonings running upon the Miſery of 
his own Exiſtence ; confounded in Darkneſs, 
unknown with what, and filled with Deſire, 
unknown for why, being void of Hope for 
want of Revelation: In ſuch a State of Be- 
ing and Being not, as if Life and Death were 
drawing his doubtful Fate, what a Revolu- 
tion of Thought muſt the ſudden Flaſh of 
that Glerious Ray, with which the Day be- 
gan, produce? Certainly his Mind muft 
have been deprived of Action by the Heat 
of Rapture, and have ſwelled till he had 
been loſt in the Surprize of Joy and Wonder. 
But how dreadful muſt have been the Cloſe 
of Day, when its Glory ſhould terminate in 
'Parkneſs, and leave ERIN for 
2 IS! 


Iz The HisTpRY\, 
its Return, to .alleviate 
black: Abode. . ef 1167 


EEE 


ſulting Darkneſs, by the trifling Aid of Can- 
Nec. * - . IS 


-prize the Glory of the Fowing-Spring, and 
deprive an expecting World of the. ſaving 
Eruits of an approaching Symmer. 
Men drew out, as*twere, to receive their 
final Doom, and, with Eyes ereQ, ſeemed 
anxious, as if Life and Death were in doubt- 
ful Conflict, and they expecting an imme- 
diate 


of, an the He ENCE 13 
diate Tok. 1 e Precipice of Time in 
t 100 Eternit Rü with that 
Beil ant Slag hich ſt came forth, like 
the Eye of God, upon the admiring Crowd, 
a lovely chearful bine came fly ing all a- 
broad, like a 1575 of the Divine Glory; 
which ſwelled our Souls with Joy and Tranf- 
port, as if that Star, which brought the 
News of Man's Redemption, had place a- 
gain in the darkened Heavens. The Sur, in 
Tocring Sieger ſtrait ſailed by: likes a Mi- 
niſter of Life .to an expiring. World ; for 
Strife appeared between the F Sum and Moon, 
as if Debate hag, been about the Dawn of 
Da 

"The Beaſts aroſe when that ſhort N ight 
was chaſed away, and the Sun looking down 
with immediate Relieve to all that live | un- 
der his Influence, the Birds o pened their 
tuneful Pipes to entertain the abt a Paſſen- 
ger, improve his Joys with their Hymns 
of Congratulation, and unite their Canti- 
cles, as *rwere, in 1mitation of that Gh ria 
in Excelſis, that attended the Mackey of 
the Son of God. 

The Sun had no \ ſooner caſt he Darkneſs 
of the Skies beneath his Feet, and. ſent-his 
Beams throughout the vaſt Expanſe, but 
Men, With fparkling Eyes, began to recount 
their Obſervations, as if they had then be- 
held the deciſive Battel that was fought be- 


tween the conquering Angel and the Morn- 
ing-Stars that tell before him. 


— — 
- 
* 
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1 greater Iuſtruction upon n the Wiſdom, 
; "Power, and Goodnefs of God, in the Works 
of his Creation, never proceeded from the 
Mouth of N ature ; for if the Sun and 
Moon had fixed in that Poſition, we muſt 
Have looked, in mournful Silence, for a ſud- 
den Call from hence, into an immenſe and 
4 a Futurity. 

By the Ahnighty Fiat the whole Maſs 
vas ſtruck ont in a moment, for the End of 
the Word began the World, and finiſhed the 
Creation of its Materials. There went but 
one Word to the Production of Matter; but 
the Order we find it in, was the Work of A 
Week, for each Day produced a Change till 
the whole received the Form intended from 
Eternity: and from thence we uſually ſpeak 
of the Six Days Work, as if Creation had 
been concerned 1 in each, 


| SE eee 


7 * r. ML 
2 the Works of the Second Day. 


OD, by his Word, dividing the Wa 
ters, prodigious Quantities were ſent 
up in Vapour, of which a Firmament was 
formed; which, as the Pſalmiſt obſerves, 
He Rretched out like a Curtain tor the Ce- 
leſtial Orbs to run their Courſes in, alſo to 
ſeparate the Waters above from thoſe he had 


derer- 
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determined ng! the Nether Region: and, 
5 7 it the Name of Heaven, he cloſed 

ork of the ſecond Day. 

ret e ſe divided I Waters make that liberal 
Element which holds the World together 
by, its Weight, and + ed that. vital Flame 
on which our Lives depend. Had we not 
the cooling Air to breat e 12 we muſt ſuffo- 
cate and die; for if the heated Vapour that 
lüits the Body, were all we had. to receive 
again, the now corrected Flame, by which 
we live, would lead to death with an irxe- 
ſiſtible Torrent of conſuming Fire: But in 
the Inſtant; the Ping departi g Breath i is gone, 
the crowding 4 ir takes plate, to moderate 
the Heat that ſends it thence, and keep the 
Fire, Bently Hugging til Chance or Nature 
7 ts it out. Aike Life eyen where, Liber: 
Vis loſt, and ſteals into the Depths, to pre- 
15 c their Inhabitants from Death; for it 
uffers no Partition, but enters Where the 
5 never dawns, and gives the grateful 
Plus that ſtains: the Skies, 2 of di- 
57 Mountai us. It is not only the Vehicle 
15 Articulation, but it brings the ſweet Per- 
fumes of Flowers, and gratefully opens the 
Gate of thoſe harmonious Sounds that revive 

the drooping Soul. 5 
By a certain Oeconomy in. the Works of 
Jatüre thoſe Farefied Vaters ate again di- 
vided. and ſubdivided, and diſtinguiſhed i in- 
46 different Regions, for they are > bound to 
Place by the Laws of Gravity; the molt 
ponderous 
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Shderotis refidin 3 with 105 the Wotks of 
atate, to. their Center, compoſe the Rei 
7105 * ns un dae Rene bit the 
ore ſübelle Ear a 
Fre Al their own Weich forbids the 
bpreſs ; th hen they divide Again ard, the 
ſubtiſe march on, and. again Pick til 
t hey come to Aber. But ns Re 0 we 


Mites; and we learn from. the pe rp; 171000 
2050 upon the lofty” Pat 6f © Mou, 3 677 
whoſe Feet ſeeimn all on fit E, that, by the 


the molt warm; tho? the "mm ft kalttant' 0 
that e6ttinion'Pire which God Has. Kindle 
for all his Creatures. Of the” Beams the * 
fets fall in Fli A the Earth 9 85 alt 
kind Returns e can to waryny this A080 l, 
in Which her own Productions ive; 
ew Beams that fall 0 n Tg < 6. 
0757 with ſubterrancan Fires, tl Brearhs 
0 Men, Hi and 57% Perpetual No- 
tion, and Fumes of ariifictul Flames; to 


Year the floating Partictes;, and. correct the 


Cold, that would invade out Quiet, and Kill 
our ruits. 


The Sun s diurnal Heat raifes a Fermen. 


tation in the Vaters of the Seas, Rivers, 


Lakes, and Pools, which breaks their Com- 


bination, and draws from thence the ſubtiler 


Parts; and obliging the Earth to give up 
her humid Particles, he exhales them to the 


place, where they all aſſemble in Clouds, 
| unite 


"+. _ 


TW w 


of PROVIDENCE. 17 
unite into Drops, and then return in Shorw- 


ers to refreſh our Fields; and theſe are the 
Vaters above, which the Firmament, ac- 


cording to the ſacred Penman, divides from 


thoſe that reſide below. 


Thus are the Vaters changed and puri- 
fied by a perpetual Aſcent and Return, for 
the Preſervation of their Breed, and the Re- 


lief of Man, Beaſts, Birds, and Plants. 


It is a moſt extraordinary Miracle in Provi- 
dence that obliges the Seas to fly above the 
Hills to abate their Thirſt, and the Sunỹ to 
throw Vater at the Fire of his own cre- 
ating ; for he labours to moderate his own 
Heat by the cooling Showers he fetches by 
Violence from their Center; and by this 
perpetual Change of Vaters we are bleſſed 
with that perpetual Change of Air, which 
is of abſolute neceſlity to Life. 


SAGREASASLALEAEERLERRSE, 
CHAT 
Of the Works of the Third Day. 


OD opened the third Day with a Sum- 

mons to the Vaters under Heaven to 
retire to their Place. They that ſtood above 
the Mountains flew at the Voice of the 
Lord, and went down by the Valleys to the 
Places he had prepared for them, where 
he bound them by his Word, that they might 


ID not 
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not again encloſe the Earth, and prevent 
the future Events of. his Providence. Then 


the dry Land appeared, which he called 
Earth, and the aſſembled Vaters he called 
Seas; after which he ſent the Springs into 
the Valleys, and they ran among the little 
Hills, for their Relief | 

Io digeſt the Earth from the Vaters, it 
is probable the Elevation of Mountains was 
a Work of this Day; for the Surface ſwelling, 
might break the Bowels of the Terraqueous 
Globe, and open Paſſages to let in a part 
of the ſuperficial Vaters, and create the 
Springs, that are of neceſſity to its Fertility 
and Lite; and the conſequential Yalleys 
might give the Earth a Capacity for the 
diſpoſition of ſuch upon its Surface, as the 
ſubterranean Paſſages could not receive. 
For if the Mountains, to which I preſume 
the terraqueous Caves were conſequential, 
had been from the beginning, the Earth, by 
the Courſe of Nature, muſt have been di- 
geſted at the going up of the Vaters, that 


compoſe the Element in which we breathe, 


they. being all that could remain upon the 
Surface, the Seas, Rivers, Lakes and Pond 
excepted ; for all the Vaters that God had 
created were divided into Air, and the more 
condenſed that feed them: Or if the Advance 
of Mountains had been the Work of any 
ſucceeding Day, on this the J/aters could 
not have gone off the Face of the Earth, to fa- 
vour the Production of Plants, — 
| an 


of PROVIDENCE. 19 
and Men, ſince without Hills there could be 
no Channels, or place for their Reception. 

Wonderful are the Methods of Providence 
in the Situation, Diſpoſition and Uſe of the 
Waters, for they are bound by the Almighty 
Power, and ſtand in Heaps above the Srrands, 
that we may enjoy the Earth with its Pruzts 
in Peace. But to preſerve the Medium that 
is of neceſſity to Life, God has ordained a 
conſtant Circulation, by which the Waters 
vilit the Globe, to ſupply its Wants in every 
part; the Seas feed the Springs, the Springs 
make Rzvers, and the Rzvers punctually re- 
turn the Seas their own again; and thoſe 
that aſcend in Fapour, return in Shozwers. 
Thoſe Yapours that ariſe to refreſh the 
Mountains. Head, run down by his Sis 
into the Falleys, and poſt it away till they 
come to their place. 

The Beam that deſcends from above to 
break their Combination, and fetch them 
from their place, for the Relief of the World, 
comes down with his Salto to ſupport their 
Breed, and contribute to the Life of Man; 
ſo that when the $7:72 ſends his Meſſengers 
for Water, he loads them with Salt, and 
maintains a Correſpondence in a regular 
exchange of Benefits: And if the Seas con- 
tribute ro the feeding of his Fires, he gives 
Lite to the many Tribes that are Tenants to 
them. But as our Neceſſities call for Waters 
differently qualified, thoſe that creep thro? 
the Clefts drop their ſaline Particles in the 
D 2 Paſlage, 


20 The His TORY 
Paſſage, and ſubmit to the Correction which 
the Animal and Yegetable Life are calling 
for; and, as if they were impatient to prove 
their Propenſity and Capacity of paying Tri- 
bute to Man, they come out in haſte by dif- 
ferent ways, to refreſh our Cattel and our 
Corr, to cool the ſcorching Meadow, pre- 
ſerve the Glory of her golden Flowers, and | 
the lovely Greer: that out-ſhines all the neigh- 
bouring Grounds, 7 | 
They run about in the Earth in queſt of 
Metals, Minerals, and Subterranean Fires, 
of whoſe Nature they partake, or whoſe Ve. 
hicles they will be, to acquire the Capacity 
of ſerving the Sick; for they catch up ſome 
Particles as they paſs, and away they run, 
hot out of the Earth, to extend and ſtreng- 
then our Nerves, open our Pores for the 
Relief of Nature, by the Evacuation it calls 
for, and enable the Cripple to take up his 
Bed and walk. In ſome Places they pre- 
ſent themſelves purgative, to cleanſe the 
Body, correct its Humours, improve its 
Conſtitution, and prolong its Days: And, by 
the Co-operation of the Chymi/t, they give 
Salts to do their Duty to diſtant Patients ; 
for where Nature forbids their Viſit, they 
ſend them as their Proxies, They find their 
way into the Mountains, run up into the 
Rocks, creep thro? their Pores, and, leaving 
their Stains by the way, they come trickling 
down, in Chryſtal Streams, to refreſh the 
thirſty Paſſenger. Thoſe that aſcend in Fa- 
| pour, 
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of PROVIDENCE 21 
pour, aſſemble again in Clouds; and, uniting 
into Drops, fall, in foftning Showers, upon 
the Mountains they cannot climb. They 
obey the Minds that God ſends out, and 
riding in Clouds, upon the Wings of their 
Guides, they drop their Bounty according to 
his Will ; and where God forbids their con- 


gregating in Clouds, or return in Showers, 


they (teal out, by a regular Flux, to check 
the Thirſt of Nature, and feed the Hopes of 


the Husbandman, by the Riches they leave 


behind them in their Retreat: and they give 
a marvellous Beauty to the Earth by their 
Springs and Fountains, Brooks and Rivers, 
Seas, Lakes, Pools, and murmuring Streams, 
that lull the labouring Man to Relt. 

In the Beginning they flew at the Voice 
of the Lord, to make way for his Image ; 
and, ſtill lying at the foot of his Commands, 
they punQtually obſerve their Ebbs and 
Flows,and humbly creep between the Shores 
to waft us over to diſtant Nations, that, by 


Exchange of Wares, peculiar Neceſſities 


may be ſupplied, whether in Food, Medicine, 
or Defence; yet when God commanded 
them to revenge the Wrongs that had been 
done by Sin, they diſcovered a natural Ca- 
pacity of Dominion, in becoming the faith- 
ful Miniſters of his Juſtice, and ſtrictly ob- 
ſerving the Duty to which they were called. 

Thus God, in Power, digeſted the Earth 
from the Vaters, and, in Wiſdom, ordained 
it round, to extend its Capacity, and that it 


might 
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22 The HIS TOR 
might be equally compreſſed by the Weight 
of its own Vortex, to prevent its Diſſolution 
before the Day in which, by the Reſult of 
an eternal Idea, it is to be ſhaken to pieces 
by the Arm that made it. And to make it 


1 he ſubmitted it to the Influences 


of the Heavens, which govern the Seaſons, 
and combine with it to feed the Family of 
Adam. And, for its greater Beauty and 
Per fection, God diſtinguiſhed it into Hills, 
F allies, Plains, Meadows, and JYoods. For, 
Again, the fertile Voice aroſe to open the 
pregnant Womb that incloſed the Seeds of 


Things, and immediately .a naked World. 


was clothed in youthful Green ; Sand and: 
Duft ſprung into Woods and Herbs, and 
{truck out in Flowers and Piles of Graſs, 
with the Colours, Oualities,, and Virtues 
intended from Eternity. . 
With how many Wonders would it have 
filled a Man to have ſeen the Changes of 
the Day? Melancholy muſt have been the 
Sight, when nothing but Vater ſhould be 
preſented to it, that forbid even the Rever- 
ſion of a Place to reſt his Foot on. 
Dreadful muſt be the Groans of the Tem- 
ing Earth in her Labour to bring forth 
Mountains, and as ſurprizing to ſee the 
Waters ſudden Flight, as terrible to hear 
their mighty Roar in their way to the Fal- 
hes, and from thence to their Subterranear 
Caverns. Could it have ſeemed more than 


an irregular nocturnal Impreſs upon the Ima- 


gination, 


of PROVIDENCE 23 
gination, to ſee the immediate Succeſſion of 
a ſolid Body, in univerſal Quiet, diſtin- 
uiſhed into Mountains, Vallies, and Plains, 
bh barren, deſolate, and naked, without a 
Plant, Reptile, Inſect, or Animal upon its 
homely Surface; and he without the Capaci- 
ty of Hope for any thing ſuitable to the 
Being he muſt find himſelf poſſeſſed of : for 
Imagination could not precede Production, 
and without Imagination, Hope or Election 
muſt be unknown to him ; and to this, by 
a ſudden Caſt of Providence, a Change, as 
quick as Thought, into an Infinity of Beau- 
ties, that charm even the Soul that never 
ſaw the hideous Form of zabed Earth? 
How then, in ſuch a State, muſt Joy and 
Wonder crowd upon the Soul, to ſee the 
Duſt take Life, run up in haſte towards the 
Heavens in the form of verdant Cedars, 
Oaks, Pines, and Cypreſs, and covering it- 
ſelf with Herbs, Flowers, and Fruits, of Co- 
lours, Perfumes, and Forms, infinite and 
lovely, as if the Hand of Nature had ſtrewn 
them there, to overthrow the animal Spirits 
with ecſtatick Joys, that ſhould preſs, like 
Angels Ving, to take him hence, toa Scene 
more glorious, immutable, and eternal ? 
Revolutions, like theſe, might have been a 
Guard to the Integrity of Adam; but as Ex- 
iſtence, before a ſettled State of Things, muſt 
have oppreſſed the Soul exiſting, the Juſtice 
of God allowed it not, that Puniſhment 
might not precede Tranſgreſſion. 
Every 
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24 The HisToRY 

Every Morning and Evening the Produc- 
tions of the Day were watered, by the Hand 
of Providence, with the Dew of Heaven ; 
which, partaking of their Nature, changed 
into Mine when it fell upon the Grape, into 
Oil when it embraced the Olive, and into 
Perfumes and Odours when it came upon 
Flowers; and to make them living Charac. 
ters of the Divine Power, Wiſdom, and Mer- 
cy, it grew 7z/low upon the Marigold, Pur- 
ple upon the Violet, Red upon the Ping, 
and White upon the Lilly; and each, ob- 
ſerving its Kind according to its Family, 


produced the ſame Leaf, Flower, Fruit, 


and Seed. 
God gave them Veſſels to carry Air, for 
ſuch a Reſpiration as is of neceſſity to their 
Preſervation; and with Barks and Skins 
has skreened the Juices that give Life and 
Augmentation from the Inclemencies of 
Chance or Nature. Leaves were alſo or- 
dained, by whoſe Embraces their Flower is 
defended to cheriſh and preſerve their 
Fruit, 1n its earlieſt and moſt tender Rudi- 
ments, from the Airs and Frofts that forbid 
Maturity; and ſuch as are too weak to 
raiſe themſelves, have the Gift of twining 
and creeping upon others, till they come 
to their Height, and are ſecure with their 
Fruits: And, as if they were appriſed of 
their own Imbecility, the wreathing Crip- 
ples rarely appear but in a Neighbourhood 
that can give them Crutches. 1 
| n 
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In transforming the Dſt into Woods, 
Herbs, and Flowers, how wonderful is the 
Providence that drew out of the ſame, the 
Sour and the Sweet, the Balſamick and the 
Corroſive, the Reſtringent and the Purga- 
tive, even the Poiſon and its Antidote, of 
different Forms, Fruits, Colours, and Dura. 
tion ; for they thrive and flouriſh together, 
receiving the ſame Degree of Heat and Cold; 
and drinking the ſame J7uices from the Spot 
they root and live in: But God faid it, and 
it was ſo, the Secret is his, and we can on- 
ly admire and adore. | 
God, meaſuring his Bounty by our Neceſ- 
ſities, ordained, that Corn and Graſs ſhould 
be univerſal Fruits, when others, of infe- 
rior Service, are only National and Pro- 
©incial. The one, indeed, the Sin of Adam 
has obliged us to labour for, but the other 


we receive Gratis, by a voluntary Act in 


Nature, for it covers the whole Earth with- 
out our Care : But Corn, the moſt worthy 
of the Vegetable World, ſeems to be under 
the Protection and Appointment of a more 
particular Providence; for every Grain 
puts forth a Bud, which creeps out between 
the Chds, and covers them with a Tuft of 
Graſs, that preſerves its YVerdure in the 
Depth of Minter. It thruſts out a Szalk in 
the Spring, which riſes inſenſibly, and is 
ſtrengthened with Joint, to ſupport the 
Fruit againſt the Winds. Upon the Top 
an Ear is formed, and every Grain has a 

particular 


x 
* 
15 
" 
* 
in 
1 
4 
, 
1 
70 
1 
> * 
1 
1% 
f 
j 
10 


0 


T 

\ 

. 
Ns 
2 
"fl 
1 
14 
= 

1 9 
* 

of 

4 


2 — - . 256 — _ * 
= „ 5 = — 1 — — — 


26 The HisToRrT - 

articular Incloſure, that a corrupted Mem- 

= may not intect the Family. Each Husk 
is fenced with a prickly Sharp, to guard the 
Fruit from injurious Airs, and the Rapine 
of the feathered Thieves. It receives Co- 
four and Maturity from the Summer Sur, 
which gently opening the ſeveral Cells, that 
locked up the Treaſure of the Husbandman, 

tells him when to prepare for the Harveſt. 
They all root in the Earth with Strength, 
and brave the Storms that attempt their 
Overthrow. They have Tubes and Fibres, 
by which the vital Juices flow, like the 
Blood in Man's Body, to every depending 
Twis, Leaf, and Flower ; and cooling 
Breezes are ſent out to play about their 
tender Stems, to correct the Fire. of the 

Sun's Meridian Beams. 5 
- God foreſeeing the vaſt Decay that Na- 
ture would endure, by the Tranſgreſſion of 
him for whom all theſe Wonders were 
wrought, ſuch was his Providence in their 
Diſtribution, that when ſhe ſhould call In- 
duſtry to her Relief, and take Advice with 
Phyſick, every Country ſhould have a Re- 
medy for the Evils it ſhould produce; then 
God ordained them ſeminal, = they might 
be as laſting as the World, and ended the 
Work of the Day. . 

From this Day the Earth became ꝝater- 
nal, and theſe were her Firſt- born; but they 
are made to ſerve the younger, for they 
are given to feed, clothe, and ſuſtain us. 

| For 
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For out fakes ſhe became the Mother and 
Nurſery of Plants, Birds, and — if 
we throw a few Acorus into her, ſhe in- 
dulges us with the return of à Foreſt, and 
for every Grain ſhe receives, ſhe: gives a 
hundred within the Year. She recreates us 
with a pleafing Yerdure, and the delightful 
Proſpect of Herbs and Trees there diſpers'd, 
and here aſſembled in J/oods and Groves, 
intermixed with Flowers, and laden with 
Fruits, to improve the Entertainments of 
Lie. F 
Upon her Shoulders ſhe kindly bears the 
liquid Elements in Channels and ambient 
Vapours, and gives them Paſſage through 
her Bowels to tincture, correct and qualify 
them for the Requiſites of our ditferent 
Neceſſities and Extremities; and kindly o- 
pens, in various Places, to let them out, that 
they may run to our different Towns, Tribes, 
and Colonies, with the ſaving Qualities they 
receive from her in their Travels. + 
She breeds Minerals, Stones, and Marble, 
for our Uſe, Ornament, and Recreation, 
and the very Metals that tear open her 
_ own Boſom to ſerve us; and, till we flew 
in the face of Heaven, ſhe fed us without 
our Care. That Abatement of her Libera- 
lity, which obliges us to labour for our 
Bread, is in obedience to the God thar 
called her into Being for the Satisfaction of 
his Juſtice, which was injured by the Re- 
bellion that began in 4dam. She receives 
| E 2 the 
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the Wounds we give her with the P/oggh, 
to keep the Body in Repair with its immor- 
tal Tenant for eternal Life, and gives the 
Materials that ſhelter 4s, our Cartel, and 
our Corn, from the Cruelties of the Seaſons, 
She outlives all her Children, and ſtrictly 
obſerving the Laws of Flux and Reflux, 
ſhe expects that we reſtore what we have 
taken from her, and the Decree of our 
Mortality obliges us to gratify her Expec- 
rations; but the Returns ſhe calls for, are 
for the Food of others, and the Support of 
our own Species to the end of the World. 


Ae 
| CHAP. V. 
Of the Works of the Fourth Day. 


/A G AIN, two Great Lights, of diffe- 


rent Magnitude, the ſonorous Voice 
rdained to reſide above, in vital Amity, 
for the Meaſure of Time, the Production 
of Seaſons, the Diviſion of Night and Day, 
and for Signs and Aſſiſtants in Knowledge, 
neceſſary to Man. | | 
To the greater was given the Rule and 
Government of Day, and the Dominiqn of 
the Inferiour he terminated in Night. To 

each, God aſſigned a proper Motion and In- 
fluence, and placed them at a convenient 
Diſtance in the Firmament, to beautify, il- 
| 1 luminate, 
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luminate, and imprega the Region of Hu- 
mand. l — 

The Sum was ordained the Source and Fa- 
ther of Light, the Ruler and Governour of 
that Glorious Region, and all the Comſtella- 
tions of the Skies owe their Illuminations 
to his Bounty. He is exalted, like the 
Mount of God, to light the World with his 
Celeſtial Blaze, and guild the Day with 
the Splendour of his Rays; he fails in the 
Heavens like the moſt perfect Image of 
the Divine Light, and by his Beams the 
World is preſerved from Darkneſs and 
Death: and though, by an Order in Na- 
ture, Darkneſs alternately poſſeſſes half the 
Globe, yet he never ſtands ſtill a Moment, 
but ardently purſues - to chaſe it off the 
Earth, as the Enemy of thoſe that live un- 
der his Influence ; and he ſhows his Power 
over the Productions of Nature, in feedin 
the waſting Fires by which they live. 
When the Herb begins to ſpring, he moves 
to raiſe the Fire of Generation, and gives 

Activity to the Seeds of Things, and makes 
his Approaches in a gradual way to enrich 
their Juices, and bring their Fruits to 
Maturity, that, in the Fullneſs of Time, 
they may fall into the hand of Man, 
with the Riches they have received from 
his Labours. Like the Eye and Hand of 
Providence, he looks down, with fierce 
Deſire, upon the Works of his Creator, 
and punQually obſerving the Part appoint 

to 
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to him, the Creation is cheriſhed by the 
Bleſſings he ſheds, in his Majeftick*Rowl 
about the Globe. He conſtitutes that Me- 
dium in the Air, that is of abſolute Necef- 
fity to Animal and Vegetalle Life, and the 
Radix of that vital Flame by which the 
Body is moved, and made an Inſtrument 
for the Operations of the Soul. The Beam 
that lends us Light for Labour, ſoftens the 
Idge of Froſt and Snom, by the Warmth 
he ſends with it. He creates Winter and 
Simmer, and a grateful and uſeful Succeſ- 
fion of Day and Night; and his Labours are 
of ſo great Neceffity to the Life of the 
World, that a Moment's Reft is enough to 
deftroy it. If the Works of Nature lan: 
guiſh under the Heat of his Beams, he acts 
in conformity with the Will of him that 
made the World, and may do with it as he 
pleaſes. But when the Hand of Juſtice is 
withdrawn by the Hand of Mercy, we reap 
the Fruits of his Exhalations in falling 
Showers, that fill our Fountains, ſoften the 
eruſted Earth, and revive the Spring; and 
the Cloud that faves the Reaper's Head 
from the ſcorching Beam that falls in Har- 
weſt, is an Effect of his own Providence. 
He is the Root of that Element that terri- 
fied the Jews, and bore a Part in the Ma- 
jeſty and Solemnity of that Day, on which 
the Law was delivered to Moſes; and he 
is to kindle that laſt and great Fire which 
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is to melt the Heavens, and conſume the 
Earth, with all that God has made in it. 
The Mon helps us in the Diviſion of aur 
Time, and colle&s the ſcattered Beams of 
the Sun, to chaſe the Darkneſs of our me- 
lancholy Vinters; ſhe regulates the Flux 
Motion given, to their Waters, preſeryes 
8 Putrefaction, and ſupports their 

reed. She contributes to the Increaſe and 
Growth of Vegetables and Animals, and 
her Revolutions are a Law to the Husband- 
man. | TH 55 
Stars alſo were made to declare the Glory 
of God, and evidence the Power that made 

ſo many vaſt, beautiful, and uſeful Bodies; 
by their united Beams they ſupply the Abs 
{ſence of Sun and Moon, direct the Traveller 
by Sea and Land, and bear a» conſiderable 
part in the Beauty and Perfection of the Cre- 
ation. In Contemplation of the Beauty, Or- 
der, and Diſpoſition of the Works of this 
Day, the devout Pſalmiſt ſays, That the 
Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the 
Firmament ſhews the Beauty of his Works. 
And in Contemplation of God's Mercy in 
the Uſe of them to us, he cries, Wher I conn 
ſider the Heavens as the Work of thy Fin: 
gers, the Moon and Stars which thou haſt 
ordained; What is Man that thou haſt done 
this for him, or the Son of Man that thou 
haſt made theſe his Servants? And God 
himſelf ſeemed to rejoice in their n., 
or 
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for he declared them good, and cloſed the 
Day. „„ abs WES | 25 
By a continued Miracle of the divine 
Mercy, Wiſdom and Power, the Elements 
reciprocally feed, ſubſiſt, and ſerve each 
other. Water condenſes into Earth, and 
the Earib by Rarefication becomes Water 
again. Water ſeparates into Air, and the 
Air unites into Water again. Air becomes 
Fire, and the Fire incorporates with Air, 
to correct the deſcending Particles, for the 
Life and Health of the World; ſo they keep 
the ſaving Round in a regular way, under 
the Eſtabliſhment of an irrevocable Decree 
in our favour : And thoſe elementary Con- 
verſions ſeem no more than an exchange of 
Qualities for a time, for they reconvert, and 
return to their own again, That Particle 
which is now tinctured by another of a dif. 
ferent quality, diſcharges itſelf to become 
what it was, and they all keep the providen- 
tial Courſe without Loſs or Gain; for in the 
Circle every Element finds its own, and the 
whole is no other than a vital Communica- 
tion and Exchange of Qualities for our Ser- 
vice, The Earth yields nothing but what 
ſhe receives again; if ſhe gives Stone, Tim- 
ber, Minerals and Metals for our Uſe, they 
moulder and return to what they were. Not 
a Blade of Graſs is given by her but what 
ſhe receives again, and the Strength ſhe 
loſes in its Production, returns enriched / 
with the 00/a7ile Salts of the Beaſt that eats 
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it: if it loſes by the way in the Nutriment 
it gives, it is no more than a Credit given 
till the Bill is drawn, which the God of Na- 
ture will oblige the Payment of; for the 
Creatures are fed,that they may feed us, and 
we return to her again, partly in Life, and 
wholly in Death. What ſteals away from 
the Element of Water by Miſts and Vapours, 
ſhe receives again in Showers; and what 
runs under the Earth from the Imperial Seat 
of that mighty Element, breaks out and runs 
home again upon the Surface ; for all thoſe 
officious Rambles are made in our Service. 
If the Air becomes Water to fill the Seas, it 
is that they may return Vapours to feed her, 
and continue a Change to preſerve her Pu- 
rity; and if ſhe lends one Breath to Men, 
Birds and Beaſts, ſhe alternately takes ano- 
ther. If the Sun ſends down his Beams, they 
fetch up _ the purer part of which 
he takes to feed his own Fires; ſo that in the 
whole Courſe of Things there is no other 
than a mutual Exchange of Benefits, under 
the Appointment of that Providence by 
which all Things were made, for the Ser- 
vice and Support of one another. 

The Subſtance of the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
was created on the firſt Day by that one 
Word, of which all Matter was an imme- 
diate Conſequence; but the Appointment of 
the Stations, Courſes, Influences and Offices 
peculiar to each, was the Work of this Day: 
and whether the Light that ſhined on the 


F firſt 


mri: 
firſt Day ſubſiſted without its Subject, is a 
Queſtion that has fallen under better Hands, 


and after them it will not become me to de- 
liver my Opinion. 


SAA KA & 
CHAP. VL 
Of the Works of the Fifth Day. 


| HAT neither of the Elements might 

be fruitlefs, on the iſth Day the Voice 
of God came upon the Waters, and in that 
Inſtant, Particles by an extraordinary Com- 
bination fell into various Forms, and became 
as many Kinds of living Creatures ; of which 
Holy David ſays, O Lord, how many are th 
Works ! In Wiſdom haſt thou made them ! The 
Earth is full of thy Riches, and ſo is the wide 
Sea, in which are living Creatures innumerable , 
there go the Ships, and there is that Leviathan 
thou haſt made to play therein; theſe wait upon 
thee for their Food, and when thou openeſt thine 
Hand they are filled with Good. 

God clothed the Tribes of this liquid Ele- 
ment with Scales and Shells for Defence and 
Warmth, Ens and Tails for Flight and Stee- 
rage, furniſhed them with Food and Inſtiuct 
to ſupport themſelves and propagate their 
Kind, and gave them Amber Beds and Groves 
of Coral to play and ſport in. 


The 
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The Fvzwls of the Air, which fly above the 
Earth, in the open Firmament of Heaven, 
were alſo a Production of the fifth Day, and 
as the Pſalmiſt obſer ves, tbey have their Ha- 
bitation by the Springs in the Valleys, they 
butld their Neſts in the Cedars of Lebanon, 
and fing in the Branches, their little chear- 
ful Songs in clear and charming Voice, as if 
they were directed for ſo many Canticles of 
Praiſe to the Creator for the Benefits of 
Creation and Conſervation. | 
They are feathered againſt the Co/d, fur- 
niſhed with Minges to cut their way thro? the 
Element they inhabit, and Tails, by which 
they ſteer their Courſes; and that they may 
not be born away by the Fury of the Winds, 
"tis ſaid they fill their Feet with Stones, to 
ballance the Body againſt the Tempeſt. 
Surprizing is their Providence in the Pre- 
ſervation of their Kind, and their Fidelity 
to one another after their Wedding-day, or 
time of coupling; the one looks upon the 
other as its peculiar Property, and ſuch as 
offer to invade that Right, it treats as Ene- 
mies to Order, and Uſurpers upon its parti- 
cular Privilege, eſteems it a Declaration of 
War, and makes ſuch a furious Defence with 
Head and Heels, that the Enemy often leaves 
Blood and Feathers in the Field of Battel: and 
if the Invader falls in Fight, the Conqueror 
mounts the Branch that is next the deciſive 
Spot, and utters his Songs of Triumph over 
the departed Foe, as if a Thief and a _ 
F 3 er 
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ber were deprived of the Capacity of further 

Miſchief. 

Life is a Burthen to the corftant Turtle 
that out-lives its Mate, for it refuſes Conſo- 
lation, mourns inceflantly, and ſollicits Death 
to ſtem the Tide of Being, as the only Repa- 
ration that Nature can make for the Loſs of 
a faithful Companion. | 
Their Accounts, in Teeming-time, are 
more exact than ours that live within the 
Dominion of Reaſon ; for juſt before the E 
comes forth, the Hair, the Strat and Moſs 
are gathered, and ſo diſpoſed between the 
Twigs for Warmth, Strength and Beauty, 
as to baffle the Art and Reaſon of Man. 

The Male unites the Integrity of a Friend 
with the Affection of a Lover, and the fa- 
therly Care of a Family in Embryo, and 
takes a part with his Miſtreſs in the Labour 
of the Building, and the Collection of its 
Materials; and as if they were reaſoning up- 
on the Inclemencies of a bad Neighbour- 
hood, they have an eye to Safety in their 
choice of the place they lay their Young in: 
and thoſe that take the tops of Trees, tye 
their Building to the Branches, and ride 
with their Brood in Safety againſt the Vinds; 
and they are ſo exact in their different Or- 
ders of Building, that to know the Architect, 

we only need to ſee the N. When the 
Egg is laid, the Hen ſits her time to ſhed 
the Fire of Generation; and when rhe 
Young come forth, ſhe keeps at home, to 

| Warm 


of PROVIDENCE. 

warm the Houſe and cheriſh the Family, till 
they complain for Food, and then away ſhe 
goes, and ſoon returns to ſupply their Wants ; 
and ſuch is her Providence in the d iſtribu- 
tion of her motherly Favours, that each has 
what its Occaſions call for. The Family 
Cares that fill her Head never admit of goſ- 
ſiping, for ſhe is not abroad but when Ne- 
ceſſity preſſes, and then no Time is loſt; for 
her Returns are quick, to ſee how all things 
ſtand at home. When Danger appears, ſhe 
takes the Alarm, gives all for loſt, and quits 
the Houſe, as if ſhe knew her reſting there 
would give a Life that might be ſaved ; but, 
if not ſurprized by the Approach of Foes, 
ſhe never forſakes the Family, till each can 
care and cook for itſelf. 

God viewed the Works, and finding in 
them his own Ideas anſwered, he ordained. 
Increaſe, that they might fill the Air, and 
the Vaters of the Seas, and cloſed the Day 
with his BenediQion upon the Things it had 
produced. 
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Of the Works of the Sixth Day. 


HE Treaſury of God opening again 

on this Day, the Duſt-of the Earth be- 

gan again to unite, condenſe, and convert 
into 


33 The HisToryY 


into Fleſh, Blood, Hair and Boxes; and ſtart- 
ing up into many Forms, one Word made 
the great variety of Families that fill the 
Brutal World, and all under the Influence of 
different Paſſions, and of different Tem 
raments of Body and Spirits, tho? all roſ- 
out of the ſame Materials. 
In theſe the Lord of Nature raiſed and 
eſtabliſhed a certain Inſtin& and Swing of 
natural Sa which ever preſles (like 
a Torrent, that defies Reſtraint) to what is 
neceflary to their Support in Hunger, their 
Relief in Sickneſs, their Defence in Danger, 
their Recovery from Fatigue, the Propagat ion 
of their Kind, and fulſilliung the general and 
particular Eads of their Creation; and that 
they might be abundantly provided, he, as 
the Pſalmiſt obſerves, ſtilled the Noiſe of the 
Seas, faſtened the Mountains by bis Strength, 
and girded them with Power; ſo that the 
wild Goats have high Hills for their RYUges 
and the Conies are ſheltered in the Rocks ; 
even the Swallow has her Food from God, 
and a place where ſhe may lay her Toung ; 
and the Sparrow has its Sanctuary in the 
Houſe-rop. - 
The Spider, as trifling an Inſect as we 
eſteem it, has a Providence 1n the caſting its 
Net and ſecuring its Prey, that ſeems to ſpeak 
out a Capacity of comparing, diſtinguiſhing 
and concluding. Firſt, it finds out a Houſe 
in ſome Flaw of an old Wall, and when it 
has furniſhed it with the Tapiſtry of its own 
LE weaving, 
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weaving, that its Buſineſs may be at home, 
it hangs up its Net at the Door, which is fo 
wonderfully wrought, and faſtened with 
Threads it ſpins from its own Bowels, as to 
withſtand the utmoſt Shock of all the Minds; 
and that its Game may not force the Snare, 
every way the Cords are caſt to entangle its 
briſtly Feet, and hold the little irritated Cap- 
tive in play, till its wearied Body quiet — 
yields to the Toil. The Building being fi- 
niſhed, it begins to look out for the Fruits 
of its Labour; and as if the Cares of all the 
World were in its Head, like one at the Re- 
ceipt of Cuſtom, it diligently attends at the 
Mouth of its Dez for its Food; which taken 
and reduced, it fiercely ſeizes, drags it in, 
and lays it up amongſt its Stores, and then 
comes out to ſee if Providence affords a freſh 
Employment. 

The * alſo is the Work of his 
Hands, and he has given it the Meadows to 
feed and ſport in; its Clothes are ſtained 
with a lovely Green; it gladly drinks of the 
Morning-dews ; it dances round the golder 
Flowers; and in rural Songs it makes the 
vocal Meadow repeat its Joys. 

The Hen has the Capacity of providing for 
her Young, and a Language, by which ſhe 
calls them to a Share in the Bleſſings of her 
Diſcoveries ; and by a different Note, well 
known to them, advertiſes them of approach- 
ing Danger; and when Flight cannot fave, 
ſhe extends her Wings for the Refuge of her 

7 affrighted 
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Heros? | 
affrighted Family, and then ſhe deſperately 


fightsthe Battel for them. 

The Bee, that miraculous Architect, builds 
in the Spring for its Winter Stores; and before 
the fading of the Flower it gathers for its 
Neceſſities, as if Reaſon and Experience had 
appriſed it of the Sterility of the frigid Sea- 
ſon: it labours in Fellowſhip, feeds on the 
common Stock, and wants not the Laws that 
are requiſite to the Support of Community. 
The Regularity of their Buildings is paſt 
Correction; and as if it were to prevent De- 
bate, their little Apartments are made of 
the ſame Materials, and of the ſame Length, 
Breadth, and Height; and thoſe of the ſame 
Houſe are as well known to one another as 
if each bore a Badge peculiar to his Hive; 
and qealous of their Property, they unite 
their Force againſt all Invaders, It is ſtrictly 
obſerved that every one does his ſhare of 


Duty, for, with the ſacred Writings, they re- 
fuſe Food to the Idle; and they maintain an 


Oeconomy that has been conſidered in the 
Cabinets of Kings, and brought withia the 
Imitation of Mankind; and it is ſaid they 
have a King, whoſe Laws they reverence, 
for whoſe Glory they fight, and ſhew as true 
a Courage in War as Induſtry in Peace. 

The Piſinire has its Store-houſe too, as if 
it were acquainted with the Secrets of Fu- 
turity; it has an indefatigable Induſtry, and 
is in perpetual Hurry to preſerve itſelf from 
Want in the inter: and ſuch is its — 

ence 
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dence for the Conveniences of Life, that So- 
lomon ſends the ſlothful Man to it for Inſtruc- 
tion; it uſes Time as if it were providing in 
it for Eternity, for it is in agitation as ſoon 
as the Light of the Sun calls it out to labour, 
and runs all the Day as if each Moment was 
to be the laſt: it makes no fruitleſs Rambles, 
but takes the firſt of Nature's Gifts, and that 
laid up in the common Stock, it returns again 
for another Load. „ 
Every Lamb diſtinguiſhes the Voice of its 
own Dam from the Voices of all the Flock, 
for when ſhe calls, it ſtraight obeys with 
ſeeming Gladneſs, and its Ear directs amidſt 
the Crowd to the very Spot on which ſhe 
ſtands; and they no ſooner meet, but ſhe 
preſents her Milk, as if ſne were Judge of 
the young one's Wants, and called it to her, 
like a tender Nurſe, in the time that is moſt 
convenient: but if the little one's Wants 
come on before the Call, in trembling Voice 
it ſends a Complaint to the Ear of its Mother, 
who in anxious Note returns an immediate 
Anſwer, that it may know where to find 
the Relief that Nature ſpeaks for, and not 
endure a Moment's Pain beyond the time 
that can bring it to her. When the Butcher's 
cruel Hand divides the affectionate Couple, 
the Field echoes the Complaints they utter 
in conſtant Bleatings, and ſeems ro lament 
their parting. 
In Sickneſs the domeſiick Beaſ?, that is di- 
ſtioguiſhed for his Affection to Mankind, 
G ' trots 


"2.05; 2 8 


22 946'w“.[ñ x 22 a Fel 1 
24 — ime * — 
— — — & ome 


EE Glee Roos » 
— - _ — - —— 
i * 8 


| 
10 
14 
* 


2 ** 


1 
- 2A — - 
— — 


42 The HisToRY 


trots away to the Meadows in queſt of a Ve- 
mit, and being led by the Noſe to the Graſs 
that will give it, he kindly takes what Na- 


ture gives, and after a gentle Exerciſe the 


Operation comes on, and diſcharges the load- 
ed Stomach of that which oppreſſed the Pa- 
tient ; and ſuch is his Service and Fidelity, 
that he ſeems to indicate a religious Fear 
and Obedience in the Part he acts by the 
Appointment of his Maſter. 

The Creature that is like to burſt with 
its own Poiſon in the heat of Battel, creeps 
away to its Plantane, which reduces its Paſ- 
ſions, ſends the Humours to their place; and 
if the Enemy preſſes, that the Battel muſt be 
fought through, it returns again to renew 


the Fight. 


The Swallow, according to the Ancients, 
goes as directly to the Celandine to give 
Sight to her Young, as if ſhe very well un- 
derſtood the Nature of the Herb and the 
Diſtempers of the Eyes; or as if the remem- 
brance were preſent to her of its being the 
thing by which ſhe received Sight under the 
Miniſtry and Care of her Mother. 

The Bear at her Ly ing- in ſeeks no other 
Food for ten or twelve Days than what ſhe 
receives from the licking of her Paws and 


her Whelps; but the Food being a little of 


the lighteſt, her Stomach cloſes, and threa- 
tens a perpetual Faſt : but to prevent the Evil, 
{he walks into the Woods, and makes a hunt 
for the C«ckowfpoint,which opens the Stomach, 

| | 1 and 
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and prepares it for the Food that is ſuitable 
to het Nature. "TR 
Thoſe that inhabit the Vaters are e- 
ſteemed the moſt ſtupid in Animal Life ; 
yet, *cis affirmed, the Sea-Horſe, in a Sur- 
Feit, preſſes upon the pointed Reegs,. till he 
has Relief by the Loſs of Blood; and, 'tis 


ſaid, that when they Heep upon the Ice 


they appoint a Ceutiuel, which, upon the 
Approach. of an Enemy, ſtrikes his next 
Neighbour, who does the ſame to his ; and 
each obſerving this military Order, it is 
ſent about till the Aarm runs through the 
Camp, and then they make, with all their 
Force, to the Edge of the Ice, and plunge 
down together, that their Weight may 
break it to ſecure their Eſcape. 

We may perceive, in many of the Crea- 
tures, very ſtrong Averſions and AﬀeCtions 
to Perſons as well as Things; for they often 
ſeem to break through the Laws of Neceſ- 
ſity for a Trip into the Dominion of Elec- 
tion. We need not go back to Bucephalus 
to prove the Horſe's Choice of his Rider, 
and his Averſion to another Man's mount- 
ing him: And they have their Emulations 
too, for we ſee this noble Creature moved 
upon the Coaſt with as ſtrong an Impulſe, 
as if he knew that, for the Honour of his 

Heels, he muſt be the firſt at the Pg. 
The Bee is a peaceable Creature, but 
when Hoſtilities are committed upon it, it 
darts out its little Sting to repay the Wrong, 
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as if it were learned in the Laws of Reta- 


liation, and would aſſert its natural Right 


to Quiet, even at the hazard of its Life. 
And every Creature, cven in the Maiden 
Battel, uſes the Weapon it is furniſhed with 
by Nature, as if it had ſtudied for a regu- 
lar Diſcipline in the military way: And 
ſome of them ſeem to enter into our very 
Intentions ; for if the Creature, that Man 
has made his Companion, receives an acci- 
dental Bruiſe, he opens the Mouth to com- 
plain of his Pains, and walks off without 
the Offer ofa Return : but when a deſigned 
Blow is given, he immediately reſents, and 
endeavours to give the Bite for a Blow. And 
they often ſeem to provide againſt the Dan- 
er they do not ſee; for the Deer that is 
unted makes away to the Herd, but, as if 
they knew the Efluviums of his Foot would . 
bring the Dogs upon them, they hunch him 
out, and quit the Spot, to avoid the Compa- 
ny of an Enemy by Nature. And ſuch àre 
their Beauties, that even, in the loweſt De- 


Fs, of Life, we find he Lilly that out- 


ze Solomon iꝝ all his Glory; and the 
reſt, when covered with the Garment of 


the Fprizg, ſeem to rejoice in their own 


Perfections, and glory in their Proſperity, 
from the cant Shrub to the majeſtich 

Cedar 9 - 8 
The Degrees of Life are not only pre- 
ſerved by an exact Harmony in the Provi- 
dence of him that made them, but the Crea- 
| tures 
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tures ſeem to have their Recreations as well 
as Conſervation from the Hand of God; for 
*tis faid in the Book of Fob, Behold Behe- 
moth which I have made with thee; the 
Mountains bring him forth Food, where all 
the Beaſts of the Field play; be lies under 
the ſbady Trees, intbe Covert of the Reeds 
and Fens, and he is incompaſſed with the 
Willows of the Brook. And when the Cho- 
riſters of the Freſt pearch upon the Bran- 
ches, the Melody of their wild, but beauti- 
ful Sonnets, ſeem to indicate interior Joys. 
The rapper makes the Meadows mu- 
ſical, for when the Spring has put on their 
flowery. Coat, this, their little Orator, in 
his verdant Walks, is chanting out its Feli- 
Cities in the rural Beauties and Proſperity c 
its Habitation, as if it would perſuade the 
Paſſenger to become a Tenant to that hap» 
py Ground : And the poor little Cricket, 
the Muſician of the Cottage, ſeems de- 
lighted,in its own ſhrill Notes, from the Fire's 
Side, with which it ſings its Landlord to 
ſleep, when the Labour of the Day is done. 
Nor are they fed and recreated only, but 
each acts his Part, in the Duty of the Day, 
as punQually as if he could read the Com- 
miſſion he has received from the Great Seal 
of Nature ; for, as *tis obſeryed in the Book 
of Job, the Horſe, when he is called ro Bat- 
tel, Paws in the Valley, and rejoices in his 
Strength ; he goes on to meet the armed 
Men, and the glittering Spear, the Qui- 
ver 
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ger and... the Shield rattle. againſt bim; 
but he deſpiſes Fear, and-turns nat from 
the Sword ; he ' ſwallows the Ground with 
Rage, and believes not that "tis the Sound 
of the Trumpet. The labprious Ox gives 
his Strength to his Owner, and-the patient 
is in ſubjection to his Maſter, and has 
r RT 


* „„ nm JH, Hh 
The many Swarms of Hiſects and creep= 


ing Things, that were a Production of this 
Day, are of Make. and Colours innumera- 
ble and lovely; ſome carry their Cogrs of 
Mail tor Defence, others are clothed in 
garlet, ſome in Blue, others Wear the Royal. 
*C x d& JSinfti Sg enlh-i0 swe# ff Iw 7 Va 
Purple, and ſome are. it with a Green and 
oa, that ſeem to outſhine all the Works of 
«4.7.0 ay + ki Si 454 4 ww +, 11.4814. 
rt and Nature. | 


* e ie ellos; 
” Theſe are alſo furniſhed with the Requi- 
ſites of Lite, for they are of the ſacred Trea- 
fury, and an Effect of thoſe ru Aru 
Councils that are held in the Divine Cabi- 
net. They have of the Fruits of the Earth 
for their Food, and their J/ods, their Grovges,. 
and jowery Malls to range in. The'firlt 
Fruits are moſt commonly their Portion, and 
they are ſo nice and delicate of Taſte, as 
to caſt their Lot upon the richeſt of the 
Tree; for we always find ourſelves well 
ſerved, when it appears that thoſe have been 
our Taſters: and ſome refuſe all manner of 
Food that is not of the Ffſerce and Per— 
Fume of the richeſt Flowers, and make the 
Bud of the Orange, the Rofe, the Cor/lip, 
2 the 
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the Carnation, the Junquil, and the Ricu- 
labs. tributary to them. Some of them have 
their ſettled Habitat ions, as if they dreaded 
the Danger of a ſtrolling Life; the Bee has 
its Hive, where it has built, is eſtabliſhed, 
and has laid up a Treaſure for Futurity, 
The Spider has its Den, which is ſtored 
with the Carcaſes of the Slain that are to be 
his Food for a time; the Aut has its Neſt, 
in which all the Fruits of its Labour arg 
laid up againſt the Day of Diſtreſs ; and the 
Cricket has its Crevice, to which it is a con- 
ſtant Tenant : But many others are at home 
where-ever they find themſelves, and inceſ- 
ſantly wander in as great a Hurry, as if 
they were to be inſtructed in all the Curioſi- 
ties of the Univerſe, or that their Peregri- 
nation were not to finiſh till the whole Globe 
ſhould bear the Marks of their Feet. Some | 
live in the Dark, beneath the Gebe, and take | 
the Roots and Strings below to feed on; ö 
whilſt others have ſuch a Love for the Light, 
that they throw themſelves into the Fre, as 
if it were their choice to periſh in the Flames, 
rather than to have their Dwelling in Dark- 
neſs; and ſome chuſe the more exalted Sta- 
tions, in the Leaves and Tops of Trees, as if 
a Cur ioſity had led them thither to overlook 
their Neighbours, whilſt others ſhrowd in 
the Moſs that creeps upon the Brooks, as if 
they concluded their Safety to be in Obſcu- 
rity and Retreat, or were recreated by the 
Muſick of the 2warbling Streams that ſlide 
beneath 
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beneath the Banks. In our Examen for their 
Beauties, we find the Ladycom and others 
in Coats of Enamel, that prove the Maker 
more than Man; and the Vings of others 
are covered with a Doꝛvn, that is ſofter far 
than Velvet; and they are coloured and 
formed, as if the Creature were covered 
with a Regal Mantle: theſe help to beautify 
the Creation, and conſpire with the reſt to 
proctaim the Power, the Wiſdom, the Ho- 
nour and Gloty of the Creator; and incon- 
ſiderable as they ſeem to us, they have their 
Uſes ard Ends, without which the reſt of 
the Creation might ſuffer exceedingly ; for 
the Wiſdom of God cannot diſpoſe in vain. 
To ſome it is appointed that they pick up 


the Poiſon, or Excreſcence of the Earth, 
that its Vapours may not defile the Air we 


breathe in; that Poiſon they correct by Di- 
geſtion, to fit it for our Neceſſities in Sicł- 
eſs. The Cantharides ſubdues the Diſeaſe 
that has baffled a thouſand Remedies. The 
ſtintin 5 that makes War upon Man 
in the Night, and drinks of his Blood ſleep- 
ing, is found a moſt ſovereign Remedy in 
the. Falling-ſickneſs; and its Smell, which is 
ſo offenfive to the Sound, is immediate Re- 
lief to the Sick. Some are the Food of ſuch 
as feed us, and the Caterpillar, with others, 
that ſeem to be ordained only for the Puniſh- 
ment of Sin, may have hidden Qualities, 
which the Induſtry of Man may diſcover for 
the Benefit of ſucceeding Ages, The ä 
0 


in it, that if a Man were to make any one 
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of the Viper, and others, that are now of 
vaſt Uſe to Mankind, were lock'd up from 
the Knowledge of the Antients; and the 
Virtues of many others unknown to us, may 
be reſerved to recompence the Induſtry of 
Ages to come: for God, to puniſh Sin and 

revent Sloth, has ordained that Knowledge 
all be progreſſive, and Nature will never 
want a Capacity of rewarding her Diſciples 
by freſh Diſcoveries; for what Adam enjoy- 
ed by Infufion, we are condemned to labour 
for. We are apt to think, as Ages paſt have 
done, that Science is near the Period, beyond 
which the Capacity of Man is not to carry 
it ; but every Creature has ſo many Wonders 


the whole Study and Employment of his 
Life, every Day might bring a new Light 
with it, and the Clock of Fate ſtrike his de- 
parting Hour before he could diſcover half 
the Things that are diſcoverable: and I 
doubt not but Poſterity may have full Em- 
ployment for Ages to come in opening the 
Folds of Nature, to bring many of her Se- 
crets, unknown to us, into the common Ser- 
vice; for ſhe has been always like the For- 
er, that refuſes to perfume the Air till a 
Beam of the Sum has opened it. 

The moſt uſeful of the Creatures, by a 
wonderful Providence, are as docile as if God 
had placed them within the Shadow of Rea- 
ſon for our Service; and there is hardly any 
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thing in in the Creation but what 5 2 

rafter that repreſents ſome one or geber 15 
the Perfect ions of our divine Author, a 4 
they furniſh us with the moſt noble Ideas 0 
the divine Roe. „ 


een SS 


eee gene emed 
CHA P. VIII. 
Of the Cre reation of Man. 


Ur the Creation was nin imperfect 
for the Image of God was not upon 
Earth; therefore he proceeded next to its 
Formation. 

Let us, ſaid he, make Man 12 our Inage, 
after. our Likeneſs, and let them have Do- 
minion over the Fiſh of the Sea, the Fowls 
of the Air, the Cattel, over all the Earth, 
and every thing that creeps upon it; then 
commanding the Concurrence of the four 
Elements, the Body of Man aroſe out of the 
Dult of the Earth, and being animated b) 
the Breath of God, he became a living Soul, 
at which 25 Mori ng Stars ſung together, 
and the Sons of God ſhouted for Foy. 
Great muſt be his Dignity, for whoſe For- 
mation Heaven and .Earth were gathered 
together,; for that Breath of Life was a Beam 
from 
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from — Father of Lights,” which made 
Man- his immediate Offspring, 
He had his Creation — Reſidence by 
the divine Appointment in a Garden plant. 
pd by God in the Land of Eden, where 
very Tree grew that was fit for Food and 
Gare Ito the Eye; he was uſhered into 
the W rid with a gay and florid Aſpect in 
all that Ged had made, and every Work of 
Nature Teemed to be clothed with a never. 
fading Joy and Gladneſs on the auſpicious 
Day that gave him Being: the conſpir ing 
Sweets of Floxwers perfumed the Air in 
Which he took his firſt Breath; a Silver 
Stream glided thro' his Garden, between 
the fowry Banks, on which he firſt appear- 
ed in the Brightneſs of a Cherub, divinely 
dreſs'd in the Garments of Wiſdom, Inno- 
cence and Authority. 
He ſet out as the Sun when he riſes upon 
the high Places of the Lord; the Earth 
yielded: Flowers for his Feet, Trees were 
prepared to'ſhade him, Rivers to bathg 
im, Fruits to feed him, the Heavens to 
lig bt him, the Creatures to obey him, and 
all Things were clad in their utmoſt Beau- 
ties to congratulate his Exiſtence, and in- 
cline the AﬀeQions of the Deputy of their 
God in the very Dawn of Life; then did he 
view the Heavens with his Eyes in all their 
Glory, and touch them with his Praiſes in 
the Heat of Rapture, for his Liberty was 
| A9 conſecratd 
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T „ 
conſecrated to his God, and his Garden 2 
Grove of perpetual Devotion; he reigned 
in the World as a oz/ible Angel, and the 
Place he bore in the Univerſe challenged 
that Advantage; his Days were crowned 
with a Proſperity, which, if he willed, could 
not wither till the Heavens ſhould melt 
away, and the Earth burſt into Atoms: for 
the Sun ran round the World to preſerve. 
him, Fruits budded to nouriſh him, Flow- 
ers ſprung to recreate him, whole Nature 
laboured to pleaſe and ſerve him, and his 
Joy was univerſal ; his Garden, for its 
Beauty, is called he Garden of God; but 
the Image of God, which grew there, was 
its greateſt Ornament, excepting the Glory 
that fell from the divine Preſence. 

Of all the Opinions that have been upon 
the Situation of the earthiy Paradiſe, none 
ſeems to agree ſo well with the Account of 
Moſes, as that of its being ſeated where the 
—_ City of Babylon ſtood, or very near it, 

r there runs the natural Channel of the 
River Euphrates, which watered the Gar- 
den; and we there find the Piſon, the Gi- 
Bon, and the Hidde fel, branching from it, 
according to his Deſcription. 

The Hiddebel is the River we now call 
the Tigris, and agrees with the ſacred Ac- 
count, in waſhing the Borders of 4ſjria. 
At the beginning of the Land of Eden 
the Enpbrates joins the Hiddckel, and run- 

| ning 
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ning thro it in the ſame Channel, they di- 
vide afterwards, and are called the Pi ſon 
and the G7hor. 85 | 

The Piſon, as the ſacred Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerved, runs on the Eaſt of Havilab, and 
empties itſelf into the Perſian Gulph. - 
The G7hoz binds that which was called 
the Land of Cub; and if the Beauty and 
Fertility of the Country, that lies upon the 
lingle Channel, make any thing for this 


Opinion, it may be proved ſuperior to moſt 


Parts of the World. — 
In the midſt of the Garden grew the 
Tree of the Knowledze of Good and Evil, 
by whoſe mortal Taſte the Empire of Sin 
was erected upon Earth, the Creation cut 


d, the Gates of Hell opened, the Felicity 


of Man forfeited, his Authority taken down, 
and he ſubjected to Mortality. Of the reſt 
of the Fruits, and all that God had made; 
the full Enjoyment was given to Adam; but 
this, God reſerved in Proof of his Obedience; 
aſſuring him he ſhould die in the Day he 
ſhould preſume to eat of it. RH 
Then he called all the Beaſt of the Field, 
with the Feels of the Air, before Adam, to 
ſhew him the Dominion that was given him 
in the Moment he was called into Being; 
and delivering them into his Hand, it was 
ordained they ſhould receive their Names 
from him, to whoſe Authority God 9 — 
<" +  Whed "$.w& +: 4. 4... - - SMILE 
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Society being an Inſtrument. ro pt, q 
the, Lord God ſaid it was ug oi 
Man fpould be 4 5 tho? jt, ara: 
as: and. ot bt have a Compupig 
in his own Likeneſs (have: the B fit. 
Society, ſuitable. to the Defines, char were 
ereated· with him, propagate his on Species, 
and have a better Reliſh .of the reſt o 105 
Creation than he could e eh alone, G 
caſt him beneath the Cloud of a þ 715 
Heep; and commanding a Rihj from his I 
his Omnipotence concurring with: mW, 
immediately converted it into Wong, 
What muſt be her er her awaken: 
g into — dae d,wath Scenes of 
25 fferent Be gb eſer. when her, Eyes were en- 
gaged by - e Iuage 75 As W With 
Glor th the Im. 
menſity of the Heavens, t x ru of 
the Sies, the Light and Beauty of the Stars, 
the Extent of Fields, the Fertility of Valleys, 
the Silver. Stream that. glided through the 
Garden; with the Verdure.. the Glory, the 
Riches and, Proſperit 15 f the Mode] When 
her Ears were toueb'd by the Fall of Vaters, 
and the Muſick of the Birds, ops ſent their 
little Orations in the Echoes of the Groves 
to ſalute her Queen of all the Earth, — 
ſhe receiving in odoriferous Steams the 
grateful Tribute of all the Flowers of the 


Garden 
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| | Garden! When Adam's Sleep depatted; 


vt an Aſtoniſhment muſt fucceed at the 
ſudden Appearance of a Creature in his-own 
Likeneſs, rational, innocent, beautiful and 
majeſtick! for this was the Glaſs that gave 
im the firſt ſight of himſelf, and the richeſt 
and moſt lovely of all the Preſents that God 
had made him. The grateful Meeting was 
in ſpeechleſs Tranſports; but Adam recol- 
tected, and after the Adorations that were 
due to the ſupreme Being for this the richeſt 
and kindeſt Diſpenſation of his Providence, 
he broke the profound Silence, and ſaid, 
This is Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my 
Fleſh ; ns ſhe was taken out of Man, ſbe ſhall 
be called omas; and it became a Law, 
that a Man fhould leave his Father and 
Mother, and cleave to his Mie, for the two 
became one Fleſh. The happy Couple were 
naked, and knew no Shame, for they were 
innocent, and knew no Sin, nor had Fear 
invaded them, for God was their Friend. + 
This Marriage was the Origin of Society, 
and the Nurſery of the World; for this ſa- 
cred Rite repairs the Havock Death makes 
in Mankind, it entertains Families, ſupplies 
Kingdoms, peoples Heaven, and fills the 
Seats of fallen Angels. | 
God crowned them with Glory and Ho- 
nour, and giving them Dominion over all 
his Works, he became viſible in their Per- 
ſons; ſo that the Earth reverenced their 
| Footſteps, 
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Footſteps, the Sea had regard to their, 
Words, and the Elements reſpeted their, 
Power; the Sun made the Barth fruitful, 
ripened and cheriſhed without ſcorching, 
and whole Nature laboured to furniſh their. 
Table; Angels treated familiarly with 
them, and aſſuming Bodies to ſatisfy their 
Senſes, they left Heaven to converſe with 
them on Earth, and began a Commerce 
here, that was to be continued in Glory. 
Every thing was ſubjeted to them, even 
Behemoth; whoſe Tail, as it is ſaid in the 
Book of Fob, moves like a Cedar, whoſe 
Bones are like Bars of Iron, and who for 
his Make and Strength is. called zhe Chief 
| of the Ways of God. All the Beaſts of the 
Field, the Fozwls of the Air, and all that 
paſs through the Paths of the Seas, were 
in the ſame SubjeQion; even the Leoia- 
than, who ſends (as it is ſaid in the ſame 
Book) Flames of Fire from his Mouth, and 
a Smoke from his Noſtrils, like that ef a 
boiling Furnace ; who eſteems Tron as 
Straw, and turns the Stones that are flung 
at him into Stubble ; who makes the Deep 
boil like a Pot, and leaves in all his Paths 
a ſhining Light bebind him. Thus had 
they the Beaſts for their Slaves, the Ele- 
ments for their Subjects, Angels for their 
Companions, and none but God for their 
Sovereign, who reiterated his Benediction, 
and ſaid, Multiply, and repleniſh the Earth; 
| ſubdue 
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| ſubdue 1 it, and have Dominion over the 


Fil of, the Ha, the Pol of the Air, and 
1 8 500 g bat oe upon the Earth; 1 
rd, be High aud Lofty One that 
7 in 4% Eber, 7 che Heavens and the 
Earth arè mine, Millions of Angels attend 
d and lay their Crowns at my 
mw rough all the Univerſe I fend my 
Commands Riba none dares to difpute my 
Power; all Creatures look up to me for 
Mercy, and from me. do they receive their 
ran my Eſſence, my Preſence, or my 
_ am in all that I have made; and 
were I to withdraw but for a Moment, the 
Wheels of Nature would ſtand, the Frame 
of the Univerſe would fall in pieces, rhe 
Sun, Moon and Stars would quit their Sta- 
tions, the Globe would fall into Millions of 
Atoms, and relapſe into its primitive Con- 
fuſion. The Concourſe of my Power is the 
Hinge on which the whole Frame of Na- 
ture moves. The Artillery of the Skies is 
mine, and I have the Command of Fire, 
Famine and Peſtilence, which ſhall be bet 
ter underſtood, if the Law I have given be 
not obſerved ; 1 give it as a ſmall Probation, 
and that it may not be forgotten that I am 
the Lord. 
You are mine, an Effe& of my Will, but 


I preſent you to yourſelf; your Will is free, 
and if the Power I have given you be con- 


I 7 ducted 
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|. ducted to the End, in the Fulneſs of Time 
your Body ſhall be diſcharged of the groſſer 
Particles of Fleſh and Blood, and taken, 
with your Soul, into the holy Place, to im- 
prove your Happineſs, and reſolve Time 
into an Eternity of Joys; but this is left to 
your own Election, for you are in no Sub- 
jection to the Laws of Neceſſity, and whilft 
you keep within the Verge of your Duty, I 
ſhall feed your Underſtanding with Know- 
ledge, feaſt your Soul with Aſſurances of a 
bleſſed Futurity, and give my Graces to 
ſtrengthen your Will, that it may follow 
my Inſpirations. Thus the Creation cloſed, 
and the Evening and Morning made the 
fixth Day. 155 
Thus he ſpake, as the Pſalmiſt obſerves, 
and all Things were made; for he com- 
manded and they were created, and by a 
continual Flux of heavenly Influence they 
are ſecured from Diſſolution. The Lord 

| made the Heavens and the Earth, Honour 
and Majeſty are before him, Strength and 
Beauty are in his Sanctuary; for in the 
nſtant he proclaimed his Will, Nothing 
from its barren Womb thruſt forth the 
Heavens, with their Stars; Air for the Life 
of the J/orld; the Sea, with its Rocks and 
Inhabitants; and the Earth, with its Fo- 
refts, its Fields, and its Hochs. Let the 
Heavens rejoice, and let the Earth be glad. 
Let 
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f PRovipeEncs. 59 
Let Men and Angels admire and adore the 
Wiſdom that diſcovers itſelf in the Make, 
Order, Ends and Uſes of all the Parts of this 
miraculous Fabrick of Heaven and Earth. 
Let them give to the Lord the Glory that 
is due to his Name, and bring their Offer- 
ings to him that formed the Univerſe, and 
undiſtinguiſhed Matter into the World we 
now mg I 

How does my Soul long to have ſeen our 
firſt, Father in all his Glory! to have beheld 
him in that Seat of Majeſty that God 
gave him at the head of all the Creatures, 
when they aſſembled to receive their 
Names! To have ſeen the Meeting between 
him and the Mother of all Fleſh at her Cre- 
ation! to have taſted of the Air they breatl'd 
in when innocent! to have ſeen the Quiet 
of all the Creatures, the Proſperity of the 
Mood, the Riches of the Falleys, all the 
Ficlds dreſs'd up in Flozwers, as if God had 
touch'd them with himſelf for their greater 
Perfection, and the Smiles of Nature, be- 
fore Sin had introduced any Diſorder! To 
have heard the Voice of God in the Bleſſing 
that was given to Adam! To have felt the 
interior Joys that filled the happy Couple, 
whilſt the Correſpondence was maintained 
between Heaven and Earth, and have taſted 
of the Felicities that werè planted for them 
in Paradiſe! © 
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The HAS n 
Theſe we deſire, but Reb 
are prepared for us; be 50 50 Tn do 


pends upon our own Election. CG 
| ne intellectual Gates, that o Sou 261 
be ever ready to receive their Open, 


ne everlaſting Doors, that we 9927 know 
the Porver of the cterual Father, by which 
all Things were made; the V 2 ; of the 
uncreated Son, by which the d is 205 
verned; the — abr of t the U Te 
that is diffuſed chroughqut Unwerſe 

the Benefit of every creme Being and the 
Glories of the undivided Triahf 15 „that we 
may be filled with the holy Gladneſs that is 
propounded to us in the Society, of Sainte 
and Angels, and ever look With Nez 


and Duty upon the Wiſdom, EF and 
mp of the e of God. 
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c H A P. . 
oO the Sabbath: 


OD reſting on the ſeventh Day from 
the Works of his Creation, he diſtin- 
guiſhed it by his Benediction, and proclaim- 
ing it Holy to all Generations, he made it a 
Type of that eternal Reſt, to which our 
Hope and Expectations are directed. 

This became the Sabbath of the Seed of 
Abraham, the Feaſt which our Lord tranſ- 
ferred by his Reſurrection, and the Feaſt 
in which the Faithful are invited to bring 
in their Praiſes, that ad may have the 
honour of treating od in his ſacred 
Temples, and — e e of compound- 
ing with their univerſal il Creditor. 

All the Works of Nature being perfect 
on the ſeventh Day, was the reaſon why 
it became the Sabbath of the Jerus; and 
the eighth being the Day on which our 
Lord perfected his Works of Grace, and 
our ſecond Creation, by quitting his Se- 
pulchre to take out the Sting of Death, and 
open the Gates of his Kingdom to the * 
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Theſe we deſire but greate 
are prepared for us; an 0 PU ho ode 


pends upon our own Election. C 
ne intellectual Gates, pings | Sous _ 
be ever ready to receive hore Open, 


ne everlaſting Doors, that we 7 — now 
the Power of the cterual Father, by which 
all Things were made; the Viſdom of the 
uncreated Son, by which the Ah Is. g0- 
verned ; the Goodneſs, of t Ee 
that is diffuſed chroughqut /t Une 

the Benefit of every Ayr Boing and the 
Glories of the undivided; Trinit W's that we 
may. be filled with the 25 Gladneſs that is 
propounded to us in the Society of Saints 
and Angels, and ever look with Reverence 
and — upon the Wiſdom, G 250 
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- of the Sabbath: 


8 OD _— on the ſeventh Day from 
the Works of his Creation, he diſtin- 
guiſhed it b pra Frog and proclaim- 
ing it Holy to all Generations, he made it a 
Type of that eternal Reſt, to which our 
Hope and Expectations are directed. 

This became the Sabbath of the Seed of 
"Abraham, the Feaſt which our Lord tranſ- 
ferred by his Reſurrection, and the Feaſt 
in which the Faithful are invited to bring 
in their Praiſes, that they may have the 
honour of treating with God in his ſacred 
Temples, and the advantage of compound- 
ing with their univerſal Creditor. 

All the Works of Nature being perfect 
on the ſeventh Day, was the reaſon why 
it became the Sabbath of the 7er; and 
the eighth being the Day on which our 
Lord perfected his Works of Grace, and 
our A Creation, by quitting his Se- 
pulchre to take out the Sting of Death, and 
open the Gates of his Kingdom to the * 
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ful, is the reaſon 25 it is ordained the 
Sabbath of his Diſciples, or the Day in 
which God himſelf is their 4rþ of Reſt; it 
is an Inſtitution of Mercy, propoundin 
Reſt to the Body, Relief to the Soul, and 
Infiruttion to Pafterity. \. "0 
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